
April 5, 2015

Dear MPA Ski Committee,

It has come to our attention that your committee is proposing the separation of the Alpine and Nordic 
ski teams, thus making them two separate winter season sports.  I am writing this letter to stress to the 
members our hope that you will reconsider this proposal.   If the Alpine and Nordic ski teams are 
completely divided into two teams, we fear that the skimeister program will be a thing of the past.

Our son, Miles, has been training as a skimeister for several years.  He has been competing, 
competitively, at the high school level for the past two years.  He has planned to continue to train and 
race in both Alpine and Nordic disciplines for his future two years in high school.  He has invested 
significant time and money to fulfill his goals.  If your proposal is enacted, he will have to abandon his 
aspirations and make the tough decision to compete in only one of these disciplines.

As skiers and past racers yourselves, we are sure you are aware of the great history and tradition of the 
skimeister.  It has been revered as a true accomplishment and a show of great athleticism to be a 
skimeister.  It also requires strong commitment and self-discipline.  Significant time management to 
train successfully and be a real part of both teams is needed.  These are skills that will serve these 
competitors well throughout their lives, and they should be encouraged.  This proposal will do the 
opposite.  The message will be that the skimeister program and its athletes are not important. 

We realize that there are only a small number of athletes that compete in both ski disciplines, 
approximately 40 across all three classes.  The numbers are this way, we feel, for several reasons.  One,
it does take an extremely disciplined athlete.  It also is expensive to buy and maintain all the necessary 
equipment, and it is time consuming to arrange your own travel between venues if races are on the 
same day.  There also seems to be an unfortunate lack of communication between the two disciplines.  
Scheduling all four state races on two days, in venues that are about an hour apart, makes for a grueling
few days for these athletes and their parents!  However, these strong competitors are doing it and taking
it in stride. Let’s not dismiss this effort by ignoring the inevitable outcome to the skimeister program if 
you completely separate the Alpine and Nordic ski teams.

Finally, we have made great relationships within our ski teams, with competitors on other teams and 
their parents, as well.  These are great kids and devoted coaches.  We are sure that this committee only 
wants the best for all involved.  Please reconsider this proposal and work to celebrate and encourage all
skiers, especially the skimeister.

 

Sincerely,

Beth and Paul Pelletier


